
1 6 T H  D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 2
W I N T E R  F E S T I V I T I E S

1 9 T H  D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 2  -
2 N D  J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 3

W I N T E R  B R E A K
 

4 T H  N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 2
P R O F E S S I O N A L  D E V E L O P M E N T  D A Y  

( N O  C L A S S E S )

1 8 T H  N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 2
P A R E N T - T E A C H E R  C O N F E R E N C E
( N O  C L A S S  F O R  P N ,  N ,  L K / U K )  

SCHOOL NEWSLETTER
 N O V E M B E R ,  2 0 2 2  |  V O L  2

H E A D  O F  S C H O O L
M E S S A G E

I M P O R T A N T  D A T E S :

D e a r  P a r e n t s ,  

I n  t h e  b l i n k  o f  a n  e y e ,  w e  a r e  f a s t
a p p r o a c h i n g  N o v e m b e r !  T h e  p a s t  t w o
m o n t h s  h a v e  b e e n  b u s y  a s  t h e  c h i l d r e n
h a v e  a l l  r e t u r n e d  t o  s c h o o l  a n d  s e t t l e d
i n t o  t h e i r  c l a s s r o o m  t o  s t a r t  t h e i r  u n i t s  o f
i n q u i r y  w i t h  t h e i r  t e a c h e r s  a n d
c l a s s m a t e s .
 
T o w a r d s  t h e  e n d  o f  O c t o b e r ,  w e  o r g a n i s e d
o u r  f i r s t  O p e n  H o u s e  t o  i n v i t e  f a m i l i e s
a n d  f r i e n d s  w h o  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  l e a r n i n g
m o r e  a b o u t  w h a t  w e  o f f e r  a t  P I P S .  W e  h a d
a  g r e a t  t u r n o u t  a n d  e v e r y o n e  e n j o y e d  a
s u n n y  S a t u r d a y  f i l l e d  w i t h  A u t u m n - t h e m e d
a c t i v i t i e s .  A  s p e c i a l  t h a n k s  t o  o u r  t e a c h i n g
t e a m  w h o  p u t  t r e m e n d o u s  e f f o r t  t o  m a k e
t h e  d a y  s u c h  a  s u c c e s s .  

A s  i t ' s  t h e  p e a k  s e a s o n  o f  b o t h  f l u  a n d
C O V I D ,  p l e a s e  b e  r e m i n d e d  t o  p e r f o r m  t h e
d a i l y  R A T  a n d  c h e c k  y o u r  c h i l d ' s
t e m p e r a t u r e  b e f o r e  c o m i n g  t o  s c h o o l .  I f
y o u r  c h i l d  i s  u n w e l l ,  w e  a d v i s e  t o  k e e p
t h e m  a t  h o m e  a n d  c o n s u l t  a  d o c t o r  t o
m i n i m i s e  t h e  r i s k  o f  i n f e c t i n g  o t h e r s ,  a s
w e l l  a s  e n s u r i n g  y o u r  c h i l d  w i l l  h a v e  a
s p e e d y  r e c o v e r y .  

I  h o p e  y o u  a r e  e n j o y i n g  t h e  e a s e  o f  S e e s a w
f o r  c o m m u n i c a t i n g  w i t h  s c h o o l  a n d
k e e p i n g  i n f o r m e d  o f  y o u r  c h i l d ' s  p r o g r e s s
a n d  l e a r n i n g  a t  s c h o o l .  P l e a s e  b e  r e m i n d e d
t o  c h e c k  o n  a  r e g u l a r  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  p h o t o s
o f  s c h o o l  l i f e  a s  w e l l  a s  u p d a t e s  f r o m  o u r
t e a c h e r s .

17TH NOVEMBER 2022
PN-UK FAMILY OUTING -  POSTPONED

NORMAL SCHOOL DAY



S u p p o r t i n g  S y m b o l i c  E x p l o r a t i o n  a n d  E x p r e s s i o n  a t  P I P S
b y  M s  I n d i r a

S y m b o l i c  e x p l o r a t i o n  a n d  e x p r e s s i o n  a r e  p r e s e n t  i n  a l l  o u r  P I P S  c l a s s r o o m s ,
f r o m  a r t  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  p l a y  p r o v o c a t i o n s ,  t o  r e a d i n g  a n d  w r i t i n g .  I t  i s  h o w  w e
e x p l o r e  v a r i o u s  w a y s  t o  c o m m u n i c a t e  o u r  i d e a s ,  t h o u g h t s  a n d  f e e l i n g s .  A t  P I P S ,
w e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  s y m b o l i c  e x p l o r a t i o n  a n d  e x p r e s s i o n  a r e  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  t h e
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  l i t e r a c y  a n d  n u m e r a c y  s k i l l s .  E n a b l i n g  c h i l d r e n  t o  e x p r e s s
t h e m s e l v e s  m o r e  e f f e c t i v e l y  a n d  m o r e  e l o q u e n t l y  a s  t h e y  p r o g r e s s  t h r o u g h  t h e i r
e a r l y  y e a r s .  O u r  p l a y - b a s e d  i n q u i r y  a p p r o a c h  e x p l o r e s  a u t h e n t i c  r e a d i n g  a n d
w r i t i n g ,  a n d  m a k e s  i t  m e a n i n g f u l  a n d  p u r p o s e f u l  f o r  o u r  e a r l y  l e a r n e r s .   

' L e a r n i n g  t h r o u g h  p l a y  o f f e r s  y o u n g  s t u d e n t s  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  e n g a g e  w i t h
l a n g u a g e  a n d  m a t h e m a t i c a l  c o n c e p t s ,  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  s k i l l s  t h a t  a r i s e  n a t u r a l l y
f r o m  t h e i r  w o r l d s .  B u i l d i n g  u p o n  l e a r n e r s '  p l a y ,  e d u c a t o r s  c a n  s h o w  l e a r n e r s  t h e
d i f f e r e n t  w a y s  o f  r e p r e s e n t i n g  m e a n i n g . '  I B O ,  E a r l y  L e a r n e r s ,  A u g u s t ,  2 0 2 2

O u r  t e a c h e r s  p l a n  a n d  d e l i v e r  l e a r n i n g  e n g a g e m e n t s  w i t h  i n t e n t i o n a l  e m p h a s i s
o n  s y m b o l i c  e x p l o r a t i o n  a n d  e x p r e s s i o n  w i t h  a u t h e n t i c  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  m a k e
m e a n i n g ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  w i t h  e v e r y d a y  e x p e r i e n c e s  s u c h  a s :

Self-registration, where children select their name
badges or select their name and put it in a slot
provided. The older children have opportunities to
trace or write their names
Visiting our school library, where children can choose
books to read and return them to the correct boxes by
matching the number or letter
Counting the number of classmates present with the
teachers
Creating posters, signs and art related to unit
Finding books or images to pursue an inquiry that
arises through play
Providing opportunities for independent mark-making,
writing and creating art 
Opportunities for reading in each classroom with an
inviting reading area 
Engaging learners in discussions about their play
Reading stories, singing songs and rhymes in Chinese
and English
Older children have regular guided reading time in
Chinese and English  

 
 
 
 
 

Regular ‘Show and Tell’ opportunities where children develop their ability and confidence to
present in front of a group



Our phonics program is based on Letters and Sounds, Phases 1 to 3, a phonics program created by
the Department of Education and Skills, UK. As for our Chinese character recognition and writing,
we have developed a school-based program tailored to the children at PIPS. 

If you would like to know more about our literacy program, join our upcoming parent workshop on
'Literacy at PIPS'. Stay tuned for more information!



P I P S  O p e n  H o u s e  2 0 2 2

What a great day! Here are
some photos from our Open
Day at PIPS Hong Kong. 
It was lovely to have so many
parents and children visiting
the campus and enjoying the
autumn-themed activities
with our teachers.We look
forward to seeing you again
soon and welcoming 
the new students 
into the PIPS family!



I M P O R T A N T  R E M I N D E R S /
S C H O O L  E V E N T S

S c h o o l  U n i f o r m

W i n t e r  u n i f o r m s  a r e  n o w  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  p u r c h a s e  a t  t h e  s c h o o l  o f f i c e .  P l e a s e
c o n t a c t  o u r  S c h o o l  O f f i c e  i f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  a r r a n g e  a  t i m e  f o r  u n i f o r m
f i t t i n g .  E a c h  o r d e r  w i l l  t a k e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  a  w e e k  t o  p r o c e s s .

A s  t h e  w e a t h e r  i n  H o n g  K o n g  i s  q u i t e  u n p r e d i c t a b l e ,  p a r e n t s  c a n  m a k e  t h e i r
o w n  d e c i s i o n  r e g a r d i n g  w h e n  t o  l e t  t h e i r  c h i l d  p u t  o n  t h e  w i n t e r  u n i f o r m
w h e n  t h e  w e a t h e r  i s  g e t t i n g  c o o l e r .  P l e a s e  b e  r e m i n d e d  t h a t  a l l  i t e m s  o f
s t u d e n t s  c l o t h i n g  s h o u l d  b e  c l e a r l y  l a b e l l e d  w i t h  t h e i r  n a m e  a n d  c l a s s .

F a m i l y  O u t i n g  -  p o s t p o n e d

D u e  t o  t h e  c u r r e n t  C O V I D  r e s t r i c t i o n s  m a n d a t e d  b y  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  w e  h a v e
h a d  t o  t a k e  t h e  d i f f i c u l t  d e c i s i o n  t o  p o s t p o n e  o u r  f a m i l y  o u t i n g  ( o r i g i n a l l y
p l a n n e d  f o r  1 7 t h  N o v e m b e r )  f o r  t h e  t i m e  b e i n g .  A l l  c l a s s e s  w i l l  b e  r u n n i n g  a s
p e r  n o r m a l  o n  t h a t  d a y .  O u r  f i n g e r s  a r e  c r o s s e d  t h a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  w i l l
c o n t i n u e  t o  i m p r o v e .  

P a r e n t  &  T e a c h e r  C o n f e r e n c e  f o r  P N  t o  K G  c l a s s

Y o u  a r e  i n v i t e d  t o  c o m e  a n d  m e e t  w i t h  y o u r  c h i l d ' s  t e a c h e r  o n  F r i d a y  1 8 t h
N o v e m b e r  t o  d i s c u s s  y o u r  c h i l d ' s  p r o g r e s s .  E a c h  m e e t i n g  w i l l  l a s t  f o r  1 0
m i n u t e s  a n d  t h e  m e e t i n g  i s  f o r  p a r e n t s  o n l y .  T h e r e  w i l l  b e  n o  s c h o o l  f o r
c h i l d r e n  f r o m  P N  t o  K G  c l a s s e s  o n  t h a t  d a y .  I f  y o u  a r e  u n a b l e  t o  a t t e n d ,  w e
c a n  a r r a n g e  a  Z o o m  m e e t i n g  i n s t e a d .  P l e a s e  n o t e  t h a t  U n d e r  2 ' s  c l a s s e s  w i l l
c o n t i n u e  a s  n o r m a l .

P a r e n t  W o r k s h o p  o n  L i t e r a c y

W e  w i l l  b e  h o l d i n g  t h e  f i r s t  p a r e n t  w o r k s h o p  o n  8 t h  D e c e m b e r  ( T h u r s d a y ) .
O u r  C u r r i c u l u m  M a n a g e r ,  M s .  I n d i r a  a n d  o u r  P Y P C ,  M r .  J o s h  w i l l  b e  s p e a k i n g
a b o u t  o u r  l i t e r a c y  p r o g r a m m e  a t  P I P S .  P l e a s e  j o i n  u s  t o  l e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t
w h a t  w e  d o  a t  P I P S  t o  h e l p  y o u r  c h i l d  l a y  s t r o n g  f o u n d a t i o n s  f o r  a  l i f e t i m e  o f
l i t e r a c y .  M o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i l l  b e  s e n t  t o  y o u  i n  d u e  c o u r s e .

W i n t e r  F e s t i v i t i e s

O u r  U n d e r  2 ' s  C h r i s t m a s  p a r t i e s  a r e  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  1 5 t h  &  1 6 t h  D e c e m b e r .
T h e  P a r t i e s  f o r  P r e - N u r s e r y  a n d  K i n d e r g a r t e n  c l a s s e s  a r e  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  1 6 t h
D e c e m b e r  ( F r i d a y ) .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  w i t h  t h e  s o c i a l  d i s t a n c i n g  m e a s u r e s  i n
p l a c e  d u e  t o  C O V I D - 1 9 ,  w e  m a y  n o t  b e  a b l e  t o  i n v i t e  p a r e n t s  t o  j o i n  f o r
p e r f o r m a n c e s  a t  s c h o o l .  S t a y  t u n e d  f o r  m o r e  d e t a i l s  t o  b e  s e n t  h o m e  c l o s e r
t o  t h e  t i m e .


